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Cultivating Respect, Persevering, and Learning with Courage


Writing at St Michael’s
Intent

​At St. Michaels CE Primary we recognise that writing is integral to all aspects of life, and we mindfully endeavour to ensure that children develop a lifelong, healthy, and enthusiastic attitude towards writing. The skill of writing enables pupils to communicate with themselves and others while documenting and conveying their knowledge and ideas. Building on experiences, it encourages expression and higher order thinking skills to develop. Thus, creating a culture of writing in our school ensures our children are given the best opportunities to build their capacity and confidence in a range of writing styles.
Implementation
Talk for Writing 
The Pie Corbett Talk for Writing combined with Storytelling techniques are used throughout the school as part of a toolkit of strategies with which to teach writing. The importance of oracy as an integral part of writing is embedded through both fiction and non-fiction writing and involves techniques such as story maps, boxing up ideas into paragraphs as well as literacy games to develop vocabulary. 
Progression of Key Skills
The Writing curriculum is carefully curated to ensure that all units of work across an academic year, a Key Stage and across the school ensure a progression of key skills such as phonics, SPAG, composition, and handwriting.
Phonics, Spelling and Grammar
To support the children in their journey to reach a high standard of writing, they need to be explicitly taught the spelling skills needed. Daily phonics takes place in EYFS and Key Stage 1 giving the children the opportunity to learn a new pattern, practise it and apply it in a range of activities. From Y2-6, spelling lessons take place. This will ensure that the appropriate spelling patterns have been taught.  In order to maintain rigour and accuracy within children’s writing and satisfy the demands of the new curriculum, children may also have specific focussed lessons on grammar skills.
See Phonics Policy.
The Learning Environment
Classrooms have working wall displays of the learning journey and prompts to support teaching and learning as well as prompts and reminders to stimulate children’s writing. As we value children’s writing, displays will include examples of work to celebrate achievements.
EYFS
Writing forms a central part of the Communication and language and Literacy areas of development. We believe the foundation for writing is built on children’s oral work and children are encouraged to express their ideas at every opportunity throughout each of the Early Learning Goals. Staff model use of language and create opportunities for children to develop their talk in every lesson. Planning clearly demonstrates this focus and includes early Talk for Writing techniques and storytelling. In addition to cross-curricular opportunities, specific writing objectives are planned in order to begin giving children the skills they will need as writers. A wide range of writing materials are always available to children in the classroom and a specific role play area which complements the termly topic is used to provide a real purpose for children’s early writing. We recognise both the importance of the teacher acting as scribe on occasions, in order to create stories and the importance of children writing freely as emergent writers.
Key Stage 1 
We continue to provide a wide range of planned and incidental opportunities for children to develop their writing skills. We ensure that activities are purposeful and linked to other curriculum areas which provide contexts for children to apply their skills, endeavouring to ensure real audiences as often as possible. 
Our learning objectives are taken from the English New Curriculum which we use in conjunction with Talk for Writing techniques to support our planning of the teaching sequence; ensuring children develop their writing skills across a wide range of genres. Through the Talk for Writing techniques, an emphasis is still placed on children developing their oral skills as a prerequisite to writing and a wide range of speaking and listening and drama techniques are used to provide children with opportunities to explore and extend their talk as a preparation for writing. 
We make clear links with children’s reading skills and texts are often used as a basis for developing writing with reading and writing objectives being clearly linked in teacher’s planning. 
A range of techniques are used to teach writing. Children take part in text analysis activities in order to imitate the work of others before attempting work of their own. Teachers plan for modelled writing activities (using the teacher as a model and a scribe for the pupils’ ideas), guided writing groups (allowing staff to focus on particular objectives with different ability groups), and writing frameworks which provide structure for the children as they begin to write in a variety of genres as well as plentiful opportunities are given for independent writing. 
Key Stage 2 
As in Key Stage 1, we continue to use the English New Curriculum to form the basis of our planning. This guides us in the variety of genres we need to ensure children have access to. It also provides a model for the sequence of teaching whilst enabling us to achieve equal coverage across the key stage. Whilst focussing on developing key skills, teachers’ planning also aims to make links across the curriculum and uses topic themes, as well as educational visits and special events to provide real contexts for writing and an opportunity to write for real audiences. We recognise that where children see a purpose, they will be motivated, and the quality of their writing will be enhanced. 
Clear learning-focussed objectives and related success criteria are provided for every writing lesson. Children will learn how to proof-read, edit, and evaluate theirs and others writing. Quality over quantity is prioritised, with time provided for editing, redrafting, publishing, and self-reflection.
Impact
Assessment and recording
Informal assessment is on-going and forms part of every lesson, feeding into teacher’s planning. Pupils are involved in self and peer assessment in all year groups where appropriate. Teachers provide feedback to pupils on a daily basis, either in written or verbal form. The staff assess attainment in Writing every term and update on Target Tracker. 
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